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This essay contains an interview that I conducted with Judge Michael. Michael has been serving as a Judge now for 10 years.  The interview consists of the roles that Michael plays in the court system, information about plea bargaining and the five major principles that guide sentencing in the United States. Other questions that we discussed in the interview are key players in court system and effect of technology on court proceedings. I chose to interview Judge because it is the profession that I’m majoring in law school. 
Interview
There are various roles played by Judges in the courtroom. On your part could you describe some of the roles that you play as a judge in the courtroom?
“Well John, we play many roles in the courtroom since our profession purely involves making decisions that regard people who have violated the law. On my case, my roles are to interpret the law, analyzing the evidence that is presented and controlling the process of any case hearing. I also sign warrants which are responsible for any arrest and searches. In courthouse, when an individual comes to court, I must decide if there is adequate evidence that will support the occurrence of the crime. In many cases I also set bail amount that has been set. The roles played by a judge will also depend on the type of courthouse that he or she is has been assigned.”
Plea bargaining is a usual thing that happens in the courthouse, could you describe what plea bargaining is, does it affect the roles that you play in the courthouse and what can you conclude on the benefits that defendants get in terms of lower sentences? 
“On the issue of plea bargaining, it can be defined as an agreement between defendants and prosecutors in which the defendants agree to plead guilty for the judges and it is of two types. The first type is the costs bargaining which involves the prosecutor bargaining to avoid situations of economic costs of the trial. The other type is the odds bargaining involves the prosecutor bargaining because he or she thinks that the trail might be lost and the best offer is getting half loaf. Plea bargaining does not affect the roles that a I play in the courthouse. The benefits that defendants get in terms of lower sentence are they can be able to avoid publicity, keep other people out of the case, avoiding deportation and getting over the matter quickly.”
There are various principles that guide sentencing in the United States. The first principle is rehabilitation which aims at reforming the criminal offender that the punishment is imposed by a judge who has the believe that the person can be rehabilitated. Restoration principle is to unite the offender and the victim. Incapacitation is preventing the offender from committing future offences. Deterrence is applied in the prevention of committing similar crimes. Lastly, retribution is applied to get back to the offender and offer some closure to the victim. From these principles, which one do you think is the most applicable? “From my experience, the principle that is most applicable is rehabilitation. This is because the offender is given another opportunity to change his or her life through rehabilitation.”
Thank you for that Judge Michael. When is plea bargaining negotiated and made?
“In many of the courthouses in the world, plea bargaining can be done at any stage when criminal justice process is still going on. The bargaining can start after the defendant has been arrested and before the process of filing charges by the prosecutor. The bargaining can conclude when the jury returns to the courtroom to give the final verdict. There are also other circumstances in which the plea bargaining after the defendant has been convicted as the case is on appeal.”
Lastly, how are criminal charges filed?
“That is a very good question John. To start with, for any case trail to be heard in the courthouse, charges must first be filed. The criminal charges begin with the report that is issued by the police. The next step will be the work of the prosecutor to determine if there are any charges to file. There are other cases in which the Judge is the one that will decide if there is enough evidence for the case to proceed.”

Thank you, Judge Michael, for this interview. I think we have covered a lot of ground and information regarding courthouse. I appreciate your knowledge and time in this area. 
Conclusion
There are any roles performed by Judges in their respective courthouses. The main roles are to interpret the law, analyzing the evidence that is presented, controlling the process of any case hearing and finally pass a verdict regarding the evidence available. There are two types of plea bargaining in courthouse. The two types are odds bargaining and costs bargaining. The bargaining can be started after the defendant has been arrested and before the prosecutor files charges.  In the United States, there are five main principles that guide the passing of a sentence. It is essential that every judge to consider any of the principles so that he or she can pass a ruling. 

